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MosT REVEREND LAWYER, 


OR think that is the TiTLE 
which you beſt deſerve, as you at 
fy preſent drop your LEGAL , and 
dive into ECCLESIASTICAL Au- 
THORITIES, 


I agree with you, St, that the Vacancy in 
the Church hath been long unſupplied, but (to 
uſe your own Words) I believe a great Part 
of the World have beheld this Accident with 
that Regard which is as juſtly due to Ep15co- 


PAL as Supreme AUTHORITY. For pray, now, 


who is more proper to recommend to Vacant 
Segs, than the Clergy themſelves > Or who 


ſhould beſt know the Character of Men of their 


own Perſuaſion 2 


But I readily agree with you, that no Man 
but your ſelf hath, or ever would have, given 
B himſelf 


RE . 
* 


.) 
himſelf Liberties on this Subject, beyond the 
decent Bounds of private Animadverſion. 


But I cannot imagine the Meaning of your Ri- 


diculous Alluſion- in charging your DR. Cope x 
(as you are pleaſed to call him) with being 
privileged beyond other Men, and with appeal- 
ing to the Populace. 


Now I would ask you plainly, whether or no 
you are poſitive that he ever ſent thoſe Lines, 
which were inſerted in the DarLY JOURNAL z 
or ſuppoſe he did, whether or no he had any 
other Intent or Meaning than juſt to publiſh 


this DR. BURNET's remarkable Paſſage, but 


merely to be taken Notice of. 


Now I am of Opinion, that had DR. CopEx 
intended any Thing more, as he is frequent 
at C—T, and likewiſe D—N of his 
M— TyY's CHAPPEL, he could have taken a 
much better Opportunity of diſcourſing the 
K—<6 upon this Subject in private; than to 
communicate his Thoughts in a publick News- 
Paper. 


It ſtands neither to Reaſon nor common Senſe, 
that the K-—6 ſhould ever know the Intent 
or Meaning of his advertiſing ſuch a Thing in a 
public News- Paper, or be cver the more able as 

take 


— | 


6 
(3) 
take any manner of Direction or Hints from 
thence, FR 
And likewiſe when the REVEREND DR. at 
the ſame Time knows, that he might have had 
ood Opportunities of diſcourſing with his Roy- 
1 PERSON himſelf, by Word of Mouth; I 
am very certain he could never think a-publick 
e ee could ever prevail with ROYAL- 
TY. But to proceed. Who but your own dear 
ſelf, MosT REVEREND LAWYER, or one of 
your own Claſs 5 would turn Eccleſiaſtical Re- 
marks into RAILLERY ? e 


Think you now, that as you prate at the Bar, 
and with your NoNSENSICAL IAR GON hae 
your ignorant WIr NESSES, that you are fo 

much a Tongue-Pad as to frighten all the World 

beſides, ſo that they can't anſwer you. 


If ſo, On my Conſcience 1 think you have 
moſt deſervedly earn'd the B K from them all; 
and may do, as one of your FRATERNITY have 


lately done, quit *the Law for a good Li- 
wing. | 


Or otherwiſe perhaps you write for a vacant 


Place belonging to the Law, whenever it ſhall 
ſo befall. 


But to proceed. 
| B 2 You 
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You ſay that none but DR. CopEx could 
poſſibly conſider this as a remarkable Paragraph. 
On the contrary, I affirm, that it is a remark- 
able Paragraph, and worthy of Notice. 


For, I think, the QUEEN's pious Care in 
diſpoſing of BIsHorRICRS cannot be too ſuffi 
ciently commended. And although Lox D S1p- 
NEY was pre- engaged in recommending a PER- 
SON who lay under an il Fame, yet his Obedi- 
ence to her Majeſty afterwards, plainly ſhewed, 
that what he did was more out of Perſuaſion, 
than to ſerve any private Views, or Intereſts. 
And it likewiſe plainly ſhew'd both Juſtice and 
Impartiality on the QUEEN's Side, to order , 
Iriſh Byſbope, whom $HE named in her Letter 
to Lok. D SIDNEY, to enquire into the Character 
of that Prelate. 


Now, in ſhort, my Sentiments are theſe : I 
ſhould think it much better, if the K would 
be pleaſed (whenever a vacant Biſboprick ſhould 
happen) to point out proper BIs Hops to con- 
ſult together in Council, who ſhould fill up the 
then vacant See, or what if all the fix and 
twenty ENGLISH BISHoTs were to meet toge- 
ther in COUNCIL about it. 


I cannot think how there could be any Par- 
tiality at all in that. | 


Nay, 


I 
4 


Err 


CY) 


. Nay, as J ſaid before, I think they are the 
propereſt Perſons, and ought to have it as a Pre- 
rogative. N 


For if they can be truſted with temporal Mat- 
ters in the P——T H—sE, and are ſo welt 
known to be truly affected and intereſted in this 
preſent happy Eftabliſhment of his Majeſty upon 
the Throne. | 3 


Why cannot they as well be truſled with ſpi- 
ritual Matters, which lie more immediate under 
their Concern £ ' op 9 


- Therefore I think it is an Example very pro- 
per to be imtated by all CHRISTIAN PRIN- 
CES, 


You ſay that PkINCEs may be applied to by 
much more decent Means of Information, than 
by a Paragraph inſerted in a common News- 
Paper, for the Amuſement of Coffee- Houſes. But 
that Objediion I have already cleared up. 


Indeed, it doth not ſo much convey Matter 
of Conſideration to PRINCES, as it pornts out a 
Matter of Cenſure to ſuch partial Examiners as 
your Worſhip. 


You 


Gilles, — V ̃ elso-..—. 
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- You fay, likewiſe, that the PRINCE who is 
thus directed by a public Advertiſement of an 
Example fit for him to imitate, muſt either de- 
ſcend to publiſh minute Accounts in Juſtification 
of his own Conduct; or if he a otherwiſe 
than the Inſtruction requires him to act, he will 4 
be reproach d for the free Uſe of his own Judę- 
ment, in the Exerciſe of his own [awful Autho- 


* 82 


rity, and will be ſaid to have afed contrary to 5 
an Example fit for all CHRISTIAN PRINCES to * 
IMIatè. s . 0: 
OY 8 B 
Why now I would ask you again, if you think 
his Ma —Ty reads the Daily Journal, or hears | 
it read to him every Day? If ſo, I agree with | 7 
vou; but if not, how do you think HE ſhould 1; 
be ever the better informed for what is there in- 7 
ſerted ? 1 
And very likely DR. CopEx muſt know 
this. re 
You adviſe the Doc ron not to furniſh mat- 2 
ter to the malice of others, againſt thoſe PRIN- 
CES whom he thus propoſes to influence, 
Why, pray now, not one Man in a Hundred * 
cares who is recommended to aB — Kk. For it 
is little or no Advantage to the World in gene- it 
ral, as it is very well known, that they conti- 4 


nually 


C7) 


nually (in Debates of Parliament) Tote on the 
C—t 1—ft; therefore which Way can that 
furniſh matter to the malice of any PRINCE, 
when the Equality is much alike? 


WE 


; You repeat this remarkable Paragraph again, 
and apply it to the preſent Purpoſe. | 

But we will ſuppoſe it as you ſay ; yet ma 
not Rs A NS be byaſjed — 
recommend a MAN who is perhaps unworthy 
of a SEE, more likely than 4 or /ix and twenty 
Bis Hops paſling their ſeveral Opinions. 


Les, certainly ; ſo many Heads is much bet- 
ter than cone. And I think it but Zu/tice and 
Inpartiality (as I ſaid before), that in a Diſ- 
pute of this Nature, they ought to paſs their ſe- 
veral Decrees upon him. 


You ſay that you would not be underſtood to 
reflect at this Diſtance of Time, on the Wiſdom 
or 7uſtice of that EXCELLENT QUEEN, under 
whom this firit Inſtance happen d. 


No : Becauſe I believe if you did, you would 
be the only one that would think ſo. 


For, in my humble Opinion, and I will ſubmit 
it to any man's Conſideration, if this generous 
Aion of the QUEEN's deſerves not to be =_— 
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nicled among the many particular Deeds of her 
Time. | 9, 


You own, likewiſe, that the QUEEN heard 
it from no malicious Whiſperers, or intereſted 
Tale- bearers; that it could not anſwer any ſelfi(b 
Purpoſe to repreſent him as one of a bad Charac- 
ter, if he really deſerved a good one ; and that 
the Six BrsHoPs who were referred to, and 
who certified their ill opinion of him; were e- 
qually unbiaſſed indifferent Judges, incapable of 
any Intention to ſhake off their due Dependancy 
on the Royal Supremacy ; incapable of any 
Scheme or Project to turn their HiEkRaacuy 
into ARISTOCRACY 5 incapable of ſetting on 
Foot a Cabal to take the Nomination of B1sHoP s 
to themſelves, in Prejudice and Diſhonour of the 
CRO wN; incapable of any malicious Deſigns to 
defame and ſtigmatize all men, how-virtuous or 
deſerving ſoever ; who would not conform to the 
Obedience required, and become ſubſervient to 
the Intriegues carried on by ſuch a Spiritual 
Cabal, &c. 


As you Grant all this, why 1s not this a re- 
markable Paragraph, then? And why 1s not 


the QUEEN's p1ozs Care to be highly commended, 


and even chronicled 2 


And likewiſe what Intereſt can there be in 
theſe, more than in thoſe Times? I can't tell. 
85 If 
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If you have any other Whims in your Noddle, 


MosT REVEREND LAwVYIER, I cannot deviſe 


the Meaning of it. 


You ſay, that, ſhould ſuch a Method prevail 
of trying and diſqualifying Candidates for Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Preferments, it muſt give a dangerous 


Scope to all the Practices that you have enume- 
rated, | 


For my Part, I cannot imagine how that can 
be, that ſix, or fix and twenty BiSHoPs, are 
capable of being byaſſed more than one great 
COUNSEL LOR of the KINGDOM. 


For that GREAT MAN may be a Log D S1D- 
NEY, intereſted in ſome particular Caſe, 


Which very often happens. He that can 
make moſt INTEREST at C—T, whether de- 
ſerving or not, is preferred before another, 
whoſe Abilities may far exceed him. 


When, on the other Hand, it is a very rare 
Caſe, indeed, to find ſo many B—ps intereſted 
all alike. - 


Tou might, ten to one, find ſome Diviſion a- 
mong them, which would give as great a Chance 
to the other Side. 


C | And 
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And from hence it is evident, SPY is the 
FE and exacfeſt May of proceeding. 


For if one Man hath any Intereſt in ſome of 


them, it would be a great Chance whether he 
had 1 in all. | 


And that, alſo, would give a full Scat in to 
another, who, very likely, may have full as 
much, if not more Right than the former, 


But you conſider the Scheme. of trying all 
Candidates for Preferments in the Church with 
more Indignation, as it tends to give a Funto of 
B—es a Nomination to any BISHOPRICK , 
than it might be proper to expreſs, with Regard 
to that Malice and Defamation which may at 
any Time be employed to deprive a particular 
Perſon of the Advancement intended him. 


To that I anſiver,. It may be very. likely that 
the particular Perſon which may at any Time 
be intended, not ſo much for his Deſerts, as to 
ſerve ſome ſiniſter Ends z or that the GREAT 
MAN may not be ſo well able to gratify him in 
any other Manner, for any Favour, he at any 
Time might have received. 


Lou likewiſe affirm, that there may be a 
Project of bringing all Promotions in the Church 
into 
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into the Hands of a few arbitrary Churebnen; 
ſo that the HicHEsT CoUNSELLOR of the 
Crown ſhall not recommend the Friend whom 
he beſt loves, and the Man whom he nioft ap- 
proves ; without expoſing ſuch Perſon to be de- 
prived of his Character and Reputation by thoſe 
who may be averſe to his Advancement. 


As to the Hi6HesT CouNsELLOR of the 
CROWN not having the Privilege of recommen- 
ding the Man whom he beſt loves, and moſt ap- 
proves; that Privilege deſerves to be diſannull'd, 
whenever it is found that he abuſes it, in pre- 
ferring his own Creatures before a Man of Me- 
rit. * . | 

But, on the other Hand, when it is found 
that the Man, whom he prefers, is one of an 
unblemiſbed Character, and unſpotted Reputation'; 
on that Account it would be highly baſe and trea- 
ehrrous to pretend to niſrepreſent him. - 


And the Authors ought to be puniſbed accor- 
ding to their Deſerts. | | 


But I leave that Point for you to diſcuſs, 
'MosT REVEREND LAwYeER, as a Man much 
better qualified in every Degree than my ſelf; 
and doubt not, in the leaſt, as you are ſo fre- 
nous in the Promotion of a certain Prelate, you 
would be wanting in ffirring him up as far as 
= C 2 you 
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you were able, to try his Skill according to 
Law. If | 


But you ſay, that if the PRINcE on the 
'TrroNE ſhall eſpouſe the innocent Party, after 
ſuch Reverend Defamers (as you moſt malici- 
ouſly and ſcandalouſly call them) have teſtified 
their Di/hke of him; ſhall be expoſed to the 
ſame Eccleftaſiical Malice, nay, ſhall be ſet 
forth to all his Subjects, by one who is the 
Creature of his Power, and the Abuſer of his 
Favour, as an Example not fit for CHRISTIAN 
PRINCES to imitate. | 


Why ſhould you go ſuch great Lengths as 
this? What ravenous, exorbitant B——Ps 1s 
there now a-days ? What Defamers of the Cha- 
rafters of PRINCES 2 Or of CHRISTIAN Go- 
VERNORS? 


I own, indeed, that RApIN, who was a ge- 
neral Defamer of the Clergy throughout his 
whole Hiſtory, (though ſometimes not without 


Reaſon) have given ſeveral Inſtances of the Un- 


reaſonableneſs of the Clergy, and of their Par- 
tiality in all Affairs, as well CIvIL as ECCLE- 
SIASTICAL 3 as likewiſe of their diſowning 
the SUPREMACY of their PRINCES, and even 
excommunicating them, for little or no other 
Reaſon than merely to ſerve their own ambitious 
Projects. 

All 
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All this J dare venture to affirm ; but the 
Caſe is not ſo now a-days. e. 

Therefore what you have wrote upon this 
Head, is nothing but barely -your Imagination, 


and conſequently of no | Signification to theſe 


preſent Times. 


But what Occafion is there for citing Paſſa- 
ges out of ARCHBISHoP LAUD'S IMPEACH= 
MENT ? None, as I can ſee. 


What B intrudes upon the Places of di- 
vers great Officers, or upon the Right of other 
of his M—TyY's Subject:? Or procured to 
himſelf the Nomination of ſundry Perſons to 
eccleſiaſtical Dignities, Promotions, and Benefices, 
belonging to his M— xu, and divers of the 
Nobility and Clergy, and others; and who hath 
taken upon him the Commendation of Cha 
lains to the KING, by which Means he hath 
preferred to his M—Tr's Service, and to o- 
ther great Promotions in the Church, ſuch as 
have been popiſbly affected, or otherwiſe unſound 
and corrupt, both in Do&rines and Manners, 


What Prelate, in theſe Days, hath done all 


this? On the contrary, there is not one popiſb- 
ly affected among them all. 


Therefore 


——— — . ee I ET TTNEIICS 
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Therefore all theſe, and ſuch like, are Arti- 
cles clearly out of the Way ; and you had much 
better have left them out than in. 


For they only tend to diſcover to what Heights 
your - Malice againſt the Clerpy is riſen, and to 
expoſe your ridiculous Folly, in Derifion to the 
World, 


>. You likewiſe affirm, that if an inſolent, do- 


mineering Prelate, ſhould ever pretend to ad- 
vance it as his Right, to nominate B — ps in 
the Manner as the I. — p H x C—K or 
G—TB——N adviſes the Crown in the Nomi- 
nation of Judges, if he ſhould be arrogant e- 
nough to affirm that he might as properly inter- 
fere in ſupplying: the Vacancies of WESTMIN- 
STE&-HALL, as that great Officer-may recom- 
mend to vacant Sees, there can be no Difference 
made between ſuch a Behaviour, and the Caſe 
of LauD HIMSELF, as deſcribed in theſe Arti- 
cles of Impeachment before us. 


Was ever any Thing in the World ſo ſtupid, 
ſo ignorant, and ſo malicious? 


Come, come, MosT REVEREND LAWYER, 
try and digeſt a little of your own Advice ; let 
me warn you as a Friend; take a Iutle Breath, 
leſt your Paſſions aſcend to ſuch a Height =_ 
; they 
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they choak you, before you can well 4 
them. | 

Conſider with your r ſelf. that ) you may by 
out of the Way ſometimes, and allow you are ſo 
now. Think! not ſo hard of EPISCOPACY, | 

Why 2 1 not B—— vs have a Right 6 to ab- 
minate B PS, as well as the I 
H— x1 C—R oF G---T BN have a Right 


of n Fake ? I think it is a hike 
Cafe. 


* 


But it may be feld indeed, that he may 
better inform himſelf, who is beſt 1 for 
the Place than any other. 


. true. And cannot B—vrs, likewiſe, 
be better JUDGEs in ECCLESIASTICAL Mar- 
TERS than L—D C—xs, or any Man be- 
u to the Law #2 Yes, certainly: 


Then be not ſo ſtupid, as to make a Com pa- 
riſon between LAuD and any of theſe preſent 
B—2Ps. 


Becauſe you know that Compariſons are odi- 
015, and you can't anſwer making them. 


| Therefore I hope to hear no more of that, as 
the IMPEACHMENT relates nothing to theſe pre- 


ſent 


a 

f 
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Jent Times. You ſay that the Clergy of this 
Kingdom have ſworn to the RoY AL SUPREMA- 
cy, and hold all their Powers, Emoluments, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Offices, by the Gift of the Ci- 
vil Government. Very true. TR 


And pray does not the L—-p H—-x C-—x, 
and all the twelve ] —s, as well as all the o- 
ther Officers belonging to the Law, ſwear to 
the ROYAL SUPREMACY, and hold all their 
Power, &c. by the Gift of the Civil Govern- 
ment likewiſe. Can you deny it ? 


But altheugh the Order of B — ps aroſe at 
firſt from the Inſtitution of temporal Laws, 
(which was a many hundred Tears ago) yet that 
is no manner of Keaſon that its Vacancies ſhould 


be ſupplied by temporal Officers. 


For what Buſineſs have temporal Officers to in- 
termeddle with ſpiritual Affairs??? 


I wonder you don't want to turn all the 
B «s out of the Spiritual Courts; fo that 
they ſhall have no manner of Account given 
them for what is there tranſacted. | 


And if they ſhould then offer to make a Stir, 
in order to right themſelves, they would pre- 
ſently be branded with the infamous Characters 
of ARCHBISHoP LAUps, and CARDINAL 
WoLSEYS. 
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WoLsEYs. I ſuppoſe that will be your next 
Ming. | 


But for Gop's SaKE, MosT REVEREND 


LAawyER, let me argue a little with you upon 
this Head. 


How would you like that any of the B— ps 
ſhould offer to mtermeddle with the Nomination 
of Judges, or any of the Offcers belonging to 
the ſeveral Courts in WESTMINSTER-HALL, 
and ſhould make Intereft to the K— for ſuch 
Perſons to be preferred to thoſe Places which 
might then be vacant, in Oppoſition to the L—D 
C-, and all the twelve 1s? Could you 
reliſh this, do you think? | 8 


No; I believe not. * 


dia 

I ſhould then (and indeed juſtly) hear you 

rail beyond Meaſure, call it arbitrary and tyran- 

nical Proceedings, and compare them to ſecond 
Lavups and WoLsEYs, if not worſe. 


You would then be for laying hold of, and 
im peaching all the ECCLESIASTICS in the KING-= 
DoM, if it lay in your Power. 


Then why ſhould not you do as you defire to 
be done unto? - 
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Conſider well with your ſelf, 1 believe you 


would think it a very hard Caſe if any GREAT 


Man in the Aingdom ſhould take upon him to 
recommend to vacant Offices, in any of the Courts 
of Juſtice, and not allow you, or any of your 
Profeſſion, (as beſt Fudges in that Caſe) ſo much 
as one Word in Favour of a Man of Merit. 


I could enlarge very much upon this Head of 


Diſcourſe, but I chuſe at preſent to let it drop. 
If you ſhould think fie at another Opportunity 
to open this Scene again, I can then no longer 
contain my ſelf, but muſt, in Vindication of theſe 
RICHT REVEREND DIviNEs, be obliged to de- 
fend the ir Right again, with all the Force ima- 
ginable, from all the falſe Imputations which 
you moſt maliciouſiy and ſcandalonfly have thrown 
upon them, to endeavour, I ſay, if J can, to 
quell your ſeditious Way of writing, before it 
grows to too great a Height, | 


You ſay that it is the GREAT SEAL alone 
that hath any Virtue or Effect in the Ordination 
of B— xs; all other Proceedings are Matters 
of Form, &c. Very well : And is it not the 
ſame Thing in the Nomination of JuUDGEs ? 
Therefore that Argument ſignifies nothing. 


The CHANCELLOR (as you ſay) by his Of- 
fice gives Life to the Nomination of B— ps 
= 2 Dig ai- 
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Digmtaries, and Churehmen preferred to the 
CRowN 3 but you ſhould have added, ſo far as 
the K—'s ROYAL COMMAND lies upon him. 


- It is his Right, and it is his Duty to adviſe 
the CROw N. 


Well, and ſuppoſe it is? Is it not likewiſe 7 
the B—r oF L—N's Right and Duty, like- | 
wiſe? For certain it is. And, for Impartiality 
Sake, I may add, that BoTH ought to give ſuf- 
ficient and ſubſtantial Reaſons why they recom- 

_—_ the Perſon, with a juſt and true Character 

| of him, | 


| But, however, I never heard that B—rs 
| were reſtrain'd from adviſing the CRowN in 
| theſe Matters, before. I always thought it an 
indiſpenſible Duty incumbent on them; and upon 


that Account ſhould think it as a high Aron, as 
well as a great Neglect offered to his M——rTy, ; 
in caſe they did not perform it. | 


And 1 ſhall 2bink ſo ſtill, notwithſtanding | 
your vain Efforts to the contrary. 


But were-it as you ſay, that Churchmen have 
no Right of interfering in the Nomination of 
B— s, yet it is moſt evident, from the Laws 
of Liberty, and apparent from Reaſon, that the 

D 2 Prelate 
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Prelate ſhould ſpeak and af according to his 
Conſcience, e 


For otherwiſe how can he afterwards pretend 
to perform the Ceremony of Conſecration in a 


right Manner? 


And you know that the PEopLE of ENc- 
LAND are a free People, and will. in Spite of 
your Teeth, act according as their own Reaſon 
and Judgment directs. 


And as it is moſt undoubtedly true, that none 
are io fit as Lawyers to recommend thoſe who 
are beſt skilled in the Science of the Laws; ſo 
by the fame Rule is it moſt undoubtedly evident, 
on the other Hand, that none are ſo fit as 
Bs to prefer the ableſt to B — ks. 


And it cannot by any Means hurt or endan- 
ger the Publick, that they recommend one ano- 
ther: For as the Caſe /{ands in the Law, fo 
ſtands it, likewiſe, in the Church. 


But I wonder at your Ignorance and Stupidity 
in affirming that the due Diſcharge of the Truſt 
reo, d in B-—ps depends more on their Ho- 


nejly and Moderation, than on their Learning or 
School-ſu ffciency. 


That 
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That is a barefac'd Aſſertion, and clearly out 
of the ay; and it is moſt evidently known that 
the one ought to be as much requir'd as the 


other . 


In the next Paragraph you quote LorD 
CLARENDON's Words: That the Fuſtice of the 
Kingdom will at ſome Time or other be too hard 


for the ſtrongeſt Oppoſers and Oppreſſors of it. 


But I believe, upon ff rict Search, it may be 
found, that the Exorbitancy of the Law is the 
ſtrongeſt Oppreſſor of the People of this Nation, 
conſidering the ſeveral Quirks and Quibbles 
therein ſo numerouſly contain'd ; it is almoſt 
morally impoſſible even for the very Lawyers 
themſelves ſometimes to determine on which 


Side the Right of the Cauſe depends. 


So that a Man, now-a-days, had much bet- 
ter of the two fit down contented with his r /t 
Loſs, and loſe his Right, rather than in endea 
vouring to get it, involve himſelf in ten Times 


more Trouble with the Extravagancies which 
always attend it. 


But, however, as this is a Digreſſion from 
the Point now in Debate, I will at preſent let it 
drop, and return to my former Head of Diſ- 


courſe, | 
You 
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ou ſay that whenever an aſſuming Prelate, 
whoſe ſelfiſh and arbitrary Views are as evident 
as his Malice and Cruelty againſt all thoſe who 


oppoſe them, ſhall lay claim to the Nomination 
of Perſons to ECCLESIASTICAL PROMOTIONS, 
DioNrrEs, and BENEFICES, in the Diſpoſition + 


of the CROWN, Gc. he will then make Di- 
ion in the People, and uſe all his Intereſt to 
influence the public Counſels, and even parlia- 
mentary Elections. 


I would ask you, Sir, who is moſt guilty of 
influencing public Councils, and parhamentary E- 
lections? Not B ps, I am certain; you can't 
with Juſtice lay that to their Charge. 


But I believe your GREAT C «s of the 
Cx OWN; it is thoſe Great Men that continually 
influence public Councils, and P—-—ry Elec- 


1 ions. 


« Are not the Mi——1al Writers daily ſetting 
forth their PaTRons MERITSs in ſeditious 
Pamphlets, exciting the People to believe every 
falſe Charge which they moſt maliciouſly and ſcan- 
dalouſy throw upon thoſe worthy NoBLEMEN 
of the contrary Intereſt ? 


Theſe are plain Points, not to be denied. 


And 
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And doth not a certain GREAT MAN influ- 
ence all he can in P y Eled:ons? Do we not 
daily fee it? And can it with Fuffice be de- 
nied? | 


But it ſeems you are afraid that if the Ec- 
CLESTIASTICAL PREFERMENTS come not i- 
mediately from the CRowN it ſelf, that they 
ſhould forget from whom, and upon what Ac- 
count they received them: And ſo conſequently 
in Matters of Importance, wherein all their In- 
tereſts are required, they might act according 
to their own Conſciences, without, at the ſame 
Time, conſidering from whence their Depen- 
dance came. And they might perhaps forget 
rather the ſooner, upon Account of any PLACE 
for Life. ENT e 


But your Words are theſe : That he will ne- 
ver be ſeen in the C—t, nor appear in the Ser- 
Tice of his Prince ; which 1 think is much the 
ſame. You are only a little obliged to me for 
opening the Senſe of theſe Words a little plainer 
for you, leſt you ſhould not be ſo well ander- 
ſtood, 


You take Notice, likewiſe, of a Letter wrote 
in the Year 1722. as you ſay, by DR. GN, 
then L— B — of L LN. | 


———ä p—— xz 
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That he ſhould then write in his Letter 
that it had been his M—-r's continual and pru- 
dent Rule to conſult or be directed by his 
B— s, in the Diſpoſal of Preferments of e- 
very Rank in the Church ; but that you ſeem 
not to object againſt. It is the next Paragraph 
which diſturbs you exceedingly; which is, that 
the REVEREND WRITER ſhould ſay in his 
Letter of Advice to the Clergy, © What can 
„ ſhew a greater Truſt repoſed in his B—ps 
* than to ſhare, as it were, his Royal Prero- 
„ oative with them, and make himſelf but a 


c kind of Executor of their Pleaſure 2” That 


is not in Reality, but as if he had ſaid that his 
M xx had repoſed a great deal of Conf:- 
dence in them, and did as much as in Him 
lay, Retaining ſtill the ſupreme Power in his 
Hands, to make them as eaſy as HE could, and 
to endeavour to gain their good Eſteem of 

Him. And this Reverend Writer was the more 
urgent to them upon that Occaſion, to excite 
them to make a good Uſe of the Favour his 
M—TyY had beſtowed upon them, and not to 
abuſe it with their Murmurings and Repinings, 
when they had no manner of Occaſion, and were 
under the Government of ſo excellent and good 
a Prince, | | 


But inſtead of that, you miſrepreſent his 
good Intent and Meaning, and think, or at 


leaft 
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leaſt would fain perſuade all Men to think ſo, 
that his M-—TYy repoſed too great a Confidence 
in his B -- ys, more perhaps than ſome GREAT 
PERSONS might care for, which makes them 
always jealous whenever any Eccleftaſtical Pre- 
ferments. is to be diſpos'd of, leſt they ſhould 
be conſulted with. 


And it plainly ſhews by Pamphlets daily pub- 
liſhed, what ſome GREAT PERSONS would be 
at. 


I could mention ſeveral, but at preſent will 
content my ſelf with barely naming three. 


The one is a LiNCOLN's SERMON with the 
SUPPLEMENT publiſhed 4% Tear, and ſaid to 
be preach'd on the 30th of JANUARY before 
the Society of LINCOLN'S-INN. 


Wherein the Characters of the Clergy are 
moſt baſely repreſented and ſet abroad in fuch a 
Light that I am quite aſhamed of: And if 
Things of this Nature are ſuffered to be pub- 
hſhed much longer, I doubt not but that Reli- 
gion will be ridiculed and ſet aſide, merely by 
the Folly of thole ſeditious Writers ; who when 
firſt of all aiming only at ſcandalizing the 
Clergy falſly, on purpofe to ſerve ſome ſiniſter 
Ends, they at the ſame * flrike at the _ 
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Root of our Religion, ſo, of Conſequence, that 


of Courſe muſt fall. 


In this Pamphlet not only the Clergy are 
vilely and unjuſtly abuſed, but likewiſe Religion 


is made the May-Game of his Diſcourſe. 


And he moſt imprudently affirms, that a 
Layman is capable of performing all the Rights 
and Ceremomes which alone properly belong to the 
Clergy of our Chriſtian Church, as well, and in as 
good a Manner, and that it would be as much 
accepted of God, as if it had been by the Biſhop 
himſelf, or any of the Clergy. 


An Aſſertion which is as abſurd as ſcandalous 
in it ſelf. 


And this Method, if encouraged, is the Way 
for all the Clergy to be turn'd out of the 
Church, and for the Laity to pretend to an 
Authority to preach and af for themſelves, juſt 
as, when, and how, they themſelves ſhall think 


proper. 


But if ſuch a Thing ſhould ever be ſuffer'd, 
that the Laity ſhould thus concern themſelves 
in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and by that Means 
take away the ancient Rights of our eſtabliſhed 
. Church. From that Time Farewel Religion. 


For 
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For when every Man ſhall be allowed to do 
juſt as he pleaſes, in this Affair before us, Re- 
ligion would be never minded. and of Conſe- 
quence quite forgot, never more to be remem- 


bered. 


But God forbid that Time ſhould ever come. 


A Man might then ſay, O TzMroRAI O 
Monks! with a Witneſs, 


The next is, Remarks on a Letter publiſhed 
in the GENTLEMAN's MAGAZINE of E ebruary 
laſt. And the laſt is, the FaEE-CHURCHMAN, 
to be continued occaſionally. Both which Pan- 
p#lets, as they relate only to this Affair, I think 
it not proper at preſent to take Notice of: All 
which fal/ly affirm, that DR. CoDex has no 
manner of Right to adviſe the K— at all, up- 
on any Account, or to interneddle with this Af- 


fair. 


But I believe if they had conſidered him 
properly as a PkIvy CoUNSELLOR, it would 
have ſaved them the Trouble of pretending to 
the contrary : For all Men hold that PRIVVY 
CouxskLLoks have a Right to adviſe the 
Crow, if they have upon no other Founda- 
lion. 
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But you take it as a very heinous Crime, that 
the K—— ſhould conſult, or be directed by his 
B — 8s. | 7 == M9 if 


To that I anſwer, if his M—-y of his own 
Wiſdom and Fudement thought them moſt pro- 
per. to adviſe with in the Diſpoſal of Eccleſtaſti- 
cal Promotions, and you your ſeif moſt ixgenu- 
ouſly confeſs, that the Right of the L— C -R 
extends no farther than to the Diſpoſal of ſmall 
Livings rated in the K—'s Books under 200. 
per Annum. If ſo, your own Words plead a- 
gainſt you; and it may very well be ſaid, that 
as the K— hath heretofore conſulted with his 


B—ps, as to the Diſpoſal of larger Living, | | 
that they have full as much Right to adviſe the 


CRow in theſe Matters, as the I. C—K 


bimſelf. 


And that the Right of the CROWN can be 
no more infringed upon, by his M—s adviſing 
with B—es, than C Rs. 


Nay, of the tro, it ſhewed his M— „ re- 
Poſed greater Truſt and Confidence in his B—ps 
than in his C-—&s, as he adus'd with the 


former only in Matters of the greateſt Moment 


and Concern. 


And 
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And therefore if his barely mentioning that 
the K — ſhared, as it were, his RoyaL PRE- 
ROGATIVE with them, and made himſelf but 
an EXECUTOR of their Pleaſure; if thoſe had 
been inſolent, wicked, and traiterous Words, as 
you affirm them to be; I doubt not but ſome of 
your Kidney, who are ſo ſadly inveterated a- 
gainſt this good Man, would have been very 
glad to have catch'd hold of any Opportunity to 
have impeach'd him. | | ; 


Lou conclude with reaping up a great many 
Stories of the Ambitiouſneſs of ſome Prelates, and 
the Wickedneſs of others, and would fain allude 
them to this worthy Prelate you direct your E- 
piſtle to. | 


And, likewiſe, quote ſeveral Paragraphs out 
of a Pamphlet printed in the Year 1722. wrote, 
as you ſay, by D—R. GN; and by that, 
likewiſe, you would endeavour to condemn him. 


But it is very well known that the worthy 
Prelate whom you ſo much defame, can never 
be charged with any Thing contained in that 
Letter to the Clergy ;, but, on the contrary, that 
he hath lived up to what is there inſerted, and is 
molt zealouſly aſfected to his preſent M— TY 
upon the Throne, as well as heartily intereſted in 
our preſent happy Conſtitution; and I am certain 

none 


| | 
| 
| 
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none can better love his SoVEREIGN than he 
does. For every Body that is well acquainted 
with him. know, and will defend it, that he is 
an upright Man, of the moſt honeſt and chaſteft 
Principles, one of an unblemiſbed Character, and 


that nothing can be juſtly charged on him that 
he need be aſbamed of. | 


And although you repreſent him as a proud, 
alſuming, domineering Prelate, and brand him 
with ſeveral other Names, too many for me a- 
gain to repeat, and compare him to ARCHBI- 
SHoP LAUD, one of the moſt rapacious Prelates 
that ever any Age afforded. | 


Yet your Maliciouſneſs towards him cannot be 
too much taken Notice of. | 


Do you not endeavour, as much as in you 


hes, to draw the Diſpleaſure of his Prince upon 


him, if you cou'd? 


But he knows, and has too well experienced 
his Fidelity towards him, | 


And although I muſt confeſs that we have ve- 
ry able Counſellors belonging to the CRown, yet 
they may be miſinforned of the Character of 
this REVEREND DocTor. now in Nſpute. But, 
upon the whole, I believe, if it could be well 
proved, to their Satis ſaction, that this Divine, 
| upon 


b, 


1 
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upon whoſe Account the Subje@ of our Diſcourſe 
has been ; if it could, I ſay, be well proved that 
the Divine was, as he is repreſented to be, by 4 
certain Clergyman of good Repute, a Dis r in 
his Opinion, which is little or no Religion at all, 
and that he hath in Converſation thrown out ma- 
ny ſcandalous Expreſſions ridiculing the HoLY 
SCRIPTURES ; 1 am of Opinion, that the K—, 
the L-— C-, nor any of the GREAT 
CouNsELLORS of the CRowN, would care to 
prefer him. For it is moſt certain, ſuch a one 
deſerves not a B k. And it would like- 
wiſe be an infamous Scandal to our CHURCH, 
and our Worthy RichT REVEREND PASTOR 
could no ways be blamed for refuſing him. 


But, on the contrary, if it can't be prov'd 
that he hath neither ſaid nor done all this, and 
that he neither wrote Lampoons on the HoL y 
Wzir, nor ſaid any unſeemly Words reflecting 
thereupon ; I believe our WORTHYPRELATE, 
if he could be thoroughly convinced of this, 
would not be againſt his Preferment, no more 
than any other Perſon. 


Therefore, Sir, I have given you my Opr- 
nion in this Eaſe ; you ſee I have not pretended 
to infringe upon the RiGHT of any GREAT 
MAN , but have only mentioned plain Mat- 
ters of Fact in Vindication of this WORTHY 

| PRELATE; 
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PRELATE ; who, although he now ſides with 
the Divine againſt this DocToR's Preferment, 
yet, before theſe Things' were laid to. his 
Charge, he was not actually againſt him. 


Which plainly ſhews he hath no other 
Views than the Good of the CHURCH oF EN- 
GLAND purely at Heart. 


1 an, 


S1R, 


Weſtminſter, April 
55 1734+ 5 
Tours, &. 


